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Nahr el-Bared Camp (NBC)
Rubble Removal
and UXO Clearance

The three month assault on NBC involved
heavy and sustained aerial and artillery
bombardments. With a relatively high failure
rate of all munitions, an enormous quantity of
Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) was buried in the
camp’s ruins.

UNRWA's priority has always been to protect the
refugees from further harm. UXO operations
were a key part of the phased approach to the
camp'’s reconstruction. Handicap International,
following procedures approved by the Lebanese
Mine Action Centre (LMAC), was contracted to
provide Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD),
whilst UNRWA entered into an agreement

with UNDP to manage the rubble removal
project. These two operations were necessarily
implemented in parallel, as the high risk of
UXOs and booby traps dictated the speed of
rubble sorting and removal. The total cost

of these projects is $14.3 million for rubble
removal and $1.4 million for UXO clearance.

For more information please contact us at: info.nbcfdunrwa.org .': 4 unrwa q,r
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The project also aimed to reduce the volume of landfill
in the Tripoli area generated by the removal of the
rubble and other waste. As much rubble as possible
was recycled. The concrete is being crushed for reuse
as backfill material for the infrastructure systems.
Environmental and health concerns were taken into
consideration, such as dust reduction and proper waste
management. The project also created employment
opportunities, as Palestinian and Lebanese labourers
were hired on a daily basis. The reuse of processed

rubble has contributed to the expansion of Tripoli Port
as well as to some infrastructure reconstruction, such
as pavements and roads within the adjacent areas, in
particular the sea road.

Itis believed that the UXO contamination in the 0.2 km?
of NBC was more concentrated than in any other
urban conflict zone in Lebanon, possibly in the world,
with over 10,000 live items discovered and made safe
over the course of the whole project.
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