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Nahr el-Bared Camp (NBC)
Temporary Shelters, Collective Centres
and Support to the Adjacent Areas

Much of the NBC adjacent areas were badly
damaged or destroyed during the conflict,
especially the Prime Areas, the sectors that
immediately border the official camp. The
NBC adjacent areas, which are outside the
official boundaries of the camp, are technically
a ‘gathering’ of Palestine refugees. In terms

of the construction or rebuilding of shelters or
infrastructure, these areas do not fall under
UNRWA's mandate.

UNRWA provides education, health, relief

and social services to all Palestine refugees
registered with the Agency regardless of where
they are living in Lebanon. All relief, health and
education facilities that were previously located
in the UNRWA compound next to NBC are now
temporarily located in the adjacent areas.

The Agency secured five plots in these areas
on which to build temporary shelters for
displaced refugees. By the end of March 2008,
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three of the five plots had been completed. They
provide a total of 574 temporary shelter units housing
430 families. Construction of 232 units on the fourth
plot was completed in March 2009, and the final 276
shelter units on the fifth plot will be completed by early
2010. UNRWA also rented and refurbished eleven
‘collective centres’ - buildings in the adjacent areas - to
accommodate 165 families. The collective centres will
be gradually closed and all the occupants will be given
the choice of moving into the final set of temporary
shelters or receiving rental cash subsidies for

private accommodation.

UNRWA, to support the local Lebanese municipalities
Bhanine and Muhmarra, has rebuilt much of the
heavily damaged wastewater system in the adjacent

areas. Mains water supply lines were installed by
UNRWA, UNICEF and the ICRC, and each household

is now connected to the main pipeline. Working with
Islamic Relief and UNICEF, more than 600 water tanks
were distributed and about 5,000 metres of household
connections were installed. UNRWA recognises that
the Government of Lebanon’s northern municipalities -
the poorest in Lebanon - are not currently in a position
to provide any municipal services.

UNRWA will continue to provide support in the adjacent
areas until NBC is rebuilt. In the meantime, along with
several NGOs, the Agency is supporting the government
in its commitment to rehabilitate damaged buildings and
infrastructure so that the whole of the Nahr el-Bared
area can recover, and not just the official camp.
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