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Beddawi Palestine refugee camp, close to
Tripoli, bore the brunt of the Nahr el-Bared
camp (NBC) displacement crisis. As families
desperately sought refuge in the first few days
of the fighting, Beddawi’s population swelled
from 15,000 to 30,000 almost overnight. The
displaced refugees occupied UNRWA schools,
clubs, mosques, other community offices and
buildings, or they rented shops and garages.
In every Palestine refugee camp in Lebanon,
UNRWA provides education, health, relief

and social services, solid waste disposal,
water supply and sanitation to all registered
refugees. The massive population influx placed
enormous stress on UNRWA's services to the
camp, just as it placed additional burdens on
the Beddawi residents themselves.

The people of Beddawi responded with great
generosity. Indeed, as the displaced families wait
to return to NBC, Beddawi remains their home
and the host population continues to provide
much-needed physical and social support.

For more information please contact us at: info.nbcfdunrwa.org
www.unrwa.org | www.unrwaaté0.org
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During this transition phase, thousands of displaced
children continue to attend school in Beddawi,
including in the two prefabricated school buildings that
UNRWA constructed in the camp for NBC students.
The capacity of Beddawi’s existing outpatient clinic has
been expanded to provide primary healthcare services
for all current inhabitants. There are now two relief
offices, a permanent one for Beddawi residents and a
temporary centre for NBC displaced families.

Whilst NBC’s potential for recovery is limited until
reconstruction is fully underway and until it can
reintegrate with surrounding communities, efforts
have started to rebuild livelihoods in Beddawi.
Initiatives include a business reactivation programme
to help NBC traders whose businesses were
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destroyed, whilst the Multi-Purpose Community
Development Centre - housing the Women’s
Programme Centre, the Disability Programme and the
Youth Programme - offers vital training opportunities
for residents from both camps to expand their
employability and entrepreneurial skills. UNRWA and
the International Labor Organization (ILO) jointly run
the Emergency Employment Services Centre (EESC)
which, as well as matching job vacancies with job
seekers, provides vocational training and support.

As at mid-2009, around 10,000 people displaced from
NBC were still living in Beddawi and its surrounding
areas. Although the number of families will gradually
reduce, displaced NBC families are expected to continue
to live in and around Beddawi until their return.

For more information please contact us at: info.nbcfdunrwa.org
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