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Nahr el-Bared Camp (NBC)
Economic, Social and
Psychological Recovery

The NBC crisis drastically changed the lives of
those who had lived in the camp and its adjacent
areas. UNRWA’s initial assessment — immediately
after the end of the conflict - identified over

1,500 damaged or destroyed businesses in

NBC and the adjacent areas. Refugees had lost
almost all assets and savings and received no
compensation.

Supporting the refugee community’s economic
recovery has necessitated a twin-track approach.
Firstly, UNRWA is reactivating businesses

by providing grants and loans. Secondly, it is
providing vocational training, capacity building
and employment services to help people develop
skills needed in the labour market and for

the rehabilitation of the adjacent areas. With
business reactivation, UNRWA's focus in the

first phase was on enterprises which generate
income of between $5,000 and $10,000 per

year, with grants ranging from $1,000 to $5,000.
Reactivated enterprises have included butchers
and grocers, electronic outlets, clothing and
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cosmetic shops, barbers, blacksmiths and welding
workshops. A second phase will focus on medium-size
enterprises such as wholesalers and construction-
related businesses, especially those which could
support the reconstruction.

Two Emergency Employment Services Centres (EESCs)
- one in Beddawi and one in the NBC adjacent areas -
were jointly opened by UNRWA and the International
Labor Organization in February 2009. These provide
support for some 1,000 job seekers. UNRWA will

also introduce a Vocational Training Graduates
Apprenticeship scheme in cooperation with local

businesses to provide young graduates with on-the-job
work experience. The project ‘Capacity Building for
Women and Girls from NBC' is being implemented

over two years. Run in partnership with the women’s
programme centres in NBC and Beddawi, it will enable
women to further contribute to socio-economic recovery.

Ultimately, recovery in all its aspects - economic, social
and psychological - will only be achieved when the
current security cordon around the camp and adjacent
areas is lifted. This will reintegrate NBC with the
neighbouring Lebanese communities and thus remove a
major impediment to the refugees rebuilding their lives.
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